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CHURCH PLANNER
W 1/6 - 8:45am Orthros, 10am Divine Liturgy – Theophany of our Lord &
Savior, Jesus Christ
ST 1/30 - 8:45am Orthros, 10am Divine Liturgy - Synaxis of The Three Hierarchs: Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, & John Chrysostom
TU 2/2 - 8:45am Orthros, 10am Divine Liturgy – The Presentation of Our
Lord and Savior in the Temple
M 3/15 - 7:pm - Clean Monday Compline and Service of Forgiveness
TH 3/25 - 8:45am Orthros, 10am Divine Liturgy - Annunciation of the
Theotokos-Evangelismos

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as
it had been told them. Luke 2:20
Dear Assumption Church Family,
As we begin the New Year 2021, we all look back
on 2020 thankful and hopeful that the New Year
will bring an end to the fears, stress and anxieties
of the pandemic. That we will return to a “new
normal”, whatever normal may be for each one of
us. Giving thanks for the celebration of the Nativity and Birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, I contemplated on the above Bible Verse that made me
think of the humble shepherds who were the first
to receive the Good News of our Savior’s birth.
The Angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. And suddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors”.
It gave me a great deal to think about as we begin
the New Year 2021. Like the shepherds, what is
the “new normal’ after witnessing and celebrating
the Birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Scripture tells us, “The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.” The shepherds
returned to their flocks, back to their normal job
and lives, watching over their sheep during long
and lonely nights, living in the fields. They witnessed a world changing event, that time itself
would be measured by the birth of that little child.
They returned to their normal lives, yet their lives
would be changed forever.
As we contemplate the “new normal” after the
pandemic I believe we need to focus more on the
“new normal” after celebrating the Birth of our
Savior. Yes, we “return” to our busy lives; work,
school and daily routines. Our financial and social
standings may not have changed, except paying
off the credit cards from our holiday shopping.
However, like the shepherds, how have we
changed after our encounter with the Christ
Child? We really need to place our thoughts on
Continued on page 3
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OUR CHURCH LIFE milestones October-December
Holy Baptism
November 28 – Lukas, son of Gabriel and
Nicoleta Ochisor of New Fairfield, CT.
Sponsors are Nicolae and Mihaela Selar

Sunday Worship
Orthros 8:45am / 8:15am (summer)
Divine Liturgy 10am / 9:30am (summer)
Liturgies Streamed Live on YouTube
and Facebook, Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
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days prior to publication. Please visit us
online at agoc.us
Ministry Directory
Parish Council
Zoy Beretis, President; Gregg Verses, Vice
President; Steven James Rountos, Treasurer; Peter Valaris, Secretary parishcouncil@agoc.us
Philoptochos
Caryn Flannery philoptochos@agoc.us
Stewardship Committee
Steven J. Rountos stewardship@agoc.us
Choir
Anne Ktorides choir@agoc.us
Youth Choir
Therese Papadopoulos & Cindy Zeimnicki
youthchoir@agoc.us
Sunday Catechism School
Christina Donigian & Georgia Garay sundayschool@agoc.us
Acolytes/Myrophores/Altar Svc
Fr. Peter Karloutsos frpeter@agoc.us
GOYA
Nick & Christina Neofitidis goya@agoc.us
JOY
Tasha Kardaris Labate and Danai Amperidis
joy@agoc.us
HOPE
Georgia Garay hope@agoc.us
LOVE
Presb. Meghan Karloutsos love@agoc.us
Greek School
Paraskevi Rountos greekschool@agoc.us
Paradosi Youth Chorus
Dino Kolitsas, Cindy Zeimnicki paradosi@agoc.us
Greek Folk Dance
Presb. Maria Karloutsos
greekdance@agoc.us
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Father Nikolas Karloutsos, who assumed the duties as Dean of the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New York City on October 1, 2020, was awarded on Christmas
Eve following Divine Liturgy, the Ofikion (honor/title) of Economos for his service to the
Archdiocese and the Church. He was presented the Epigonateeon (Symbol of a faithful
Steward of the Church) to wear with his Vestments as well as the Patriarchal Cross by
His Eminence, Archbishop Elpidophoros, who spoke of Father Nikolas' dedication and
service to our Assumption Church and to the Archdiocese. AXIOS! AXIOS! AXIOS!

Ministry Directory (cont)
Basketball/Athletics
Paraskevi & Steven Rountos basketball@agoc.us
Festival Committee
Susan Chipouras greekfestival@agoc.us
Building/Investment Fund
Steven James Rountos & Peter Koukos
investment@agoc.us
Creation Care
Margot Racano creationcare@agoc.us

FROM OUR YOUTH DESK
THE (BASKETBALL) SPIRIT DESCENDS ON THE ASSUMPTION PARISH

Thank you to everyone who supported our first ever Assumption Spirit day! It was great to see the players and our parishioners together wearing Assumption sweatshirts, T-shirts, and sweatpants. I know it might have felt a bit awkward
to be dressed like that for Church services, but it was a special occasion. Our fundraiser raised close to $200 for the
basketball program. Thank you, thank you, thank you!
Our basketball league was put on hold until January 19, 2021 due to the Governor's order. We plan to start our practices and games after that date. We will be in touch soon!
For more information, please contact Paraskevi Rountos, Athletic Director at basketball@agoc.us

LETTER FROM FATHER PETER
continued from page 1
the “spiritual” blessings we receive in our encounter with the
Christ Child that can challenge us to live a “new normal” in our
relationship with our Lord, Jesus Christ.
“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen.” I pray that the year 2021 will truly
be life-changing. We cannot bemoan the pandemic and its
affects, we shouldn’t worry about our social or financial standing in society, or our popularity in school or with our neigh-

bors, friends and family. The shepherds saw God, the Christ
Child. They had an experience that is unexplainable. Their
hearts and minds were open to the reality of God in their lives.
Our material status or fortunes may not have changed; however, I pray that our “spiritual” lives have become rich in our
relationship with God, our Father; with our Lord, Jesus Christ;
and that the Holy Spirit will guide our lives in our relationships
with everyone God places into our lives. CHRIST IS BORN,
GLORIFY HIM!!!!!
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
By Caryn Flannery, President

Your Philoptochos chapter prays that you and your
loved ones are doing well during this challenging time of
COVID-19. Sending prayers to our beloved sisters of
Philoptochos and all parishioners. Due to imposed social distancing and observing CT State’s guidelines, we
regret to inform that all our chapter’s gatherings and
fundraisers have been cancelled.
Our Chapter has had a busy few months reaching out to
many from our church family (the elderly and infirm,
the self-quarantined, and those practicing social distancing). We will continue this outreach program as
well as others, that can fit within the imposed protocols
of safety. Thanks to your commitment and generosity
we were able to financially support local pantries and
food banks, offer meals to those in need and our heroes
in the health care field, assist the local Department of
Social Service (DCF) and also fulfil all National and District monetary obligations for 2020.
At the Archdiocesan District level, Philoptochos distributed more than $35,000 to families and individuals in
need this year due to COVID-19 and is currently offers
many new initiatives. Just take a look at their webpage:
www.dadphiloptochos.org.
At a National level, Philoptochos held its latest Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon in Chicago (2019) and
distributed approximately $500,000 to area hospitals
and medical programs specifically for children. Also
National Philoptochos donated over $50,000 to feeding
programs across the U.S. this year and in addition chapters across the US distributed more than 1.5 million
meals as announced at the National Philoptochos virtual convention in August 2020. www.philoptochos.org.

Did you know, there is a strong connection between
Philoptochos, and St. Basil. St. Basil first came up with
the idea of opening hospitals, hospices, and orphanages
during the third century in Roman Empire. He was well
known for his generosity and care for the poor and underprivileged. Did you know that Philoptochos purchased in 1944 the property where St. Basil Academy
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In mid-December, our Ladies Philoptochos collected over
1,340 diapers with an outreach to our parishioners to donate. The diapers collected were delivered locally to The
Community Action Agency of Western CT and Birthright of
Greater Danbury. THANK YOU, THANK YOU to our generous
parishioners who made this possible!

for children in need is located? Do you see the connection? Traditionally, the first Philoptochos obligation/offering in January of each calendar year is the
proceeds from Vasilopita sales that goes towards St.
Basil Academy expenses.
We take this opportunity to ask you to renew your
stewardship for 2021 with our Chapter Philoptochos
and join our army of philanthropic warriors. To our
committed stewards, we say Thank you.

Continued on page 8
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TOY DRIVE SUCCESSFUL

TREASURER’S UPDATE
Last issue we noted that as of September 30th, the
Church had a TYD net loss of approximately $50,000. As
of November 30th, we have been able to bring this YTD
net loss down to approximately $28,000. We pray that
this decrease in deficit continues through December and
into the new year.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
As of November 30th, our Total Donations were down
approximately $28,000 from last year at this time, however this number includes being down approximately
$20,000 in cash collections. Recall that for months we
had no cash collections, and only recently started them
in a safe but still restricted way. If we put the cash collections (though large) piece aside, our Total Donations
are only off by approximately $8,000 from last year. In
such a difficult year, this is testament to the giving and
love of our community. Your 2021 pledge card was included in this mailing! Please take some time to
thoughtfully fill it out, not only the treasure portion, but
also the time and talent portion as we need your help
and involvement!

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
Thank you to Michele Harovas for leading the toy drive and to
all who so generously made donations. The Danbury Department of Children and Family Services is extremely grateful for
our yearly toy contributions.

AGE WELL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
The Eat Well, Age Well Ambassador Program is a partnership between the United Way of Western Connecticut and the Age Well Community Council.
This innovative program trains their Ambassadors on
how to access food and other resources, and then arms
them with the tools they need to share that information
with their peers. By using the power of “word of mouth,”
the program aims to inform Danbury’s older adults about
community services and supports to put healthy food on
their plates.
As an Age Well Ambassador, I am responsible for helping
to close the gap between older adults and the food resources they may need. If you or a loved one may need
assistance, please contact me or Fr. Peter. Have a safe
and happy holiday season. Berni Kallas, (203)797-1727
or bkallas 2001@yahoo.com

As of November 30th, 2020, the Good Steward Endowment Fund was at $1,079,466.87. The Good Steward
Endowment Fund Charitable Committee met for the first
time in November and has begun their work identifying
individuals in need, charitable organizations, and enrichment programs.
Do words like diversification, efficient frontier, and riskadjusted returns excite you? Do you have any experience in institutional investing? Come explore possible
opportunities to join the Church’s Investment Committee. Email investment@agoc.us for more information.
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Guides for the Journey

SAINT THEOPHAN THE RECLUSE, BISHOP OF TAMBOV
George Govorov, the future Saint Theophan, was born
on January 10, 1815 in the village of Chernavsk in the
Orlov province where his father was a priest.
At first, George attended a primary school at Liven,
then a military school. From 1837-1841 he studied at
the Kiev Theological Academy, and probably visited
the Monastery of the Caves several times. In these
surroundings, it was not surprising that he received
the monastic tonsure while he was still a student.
After graduation Hieromonk Theophan was appointed
rector of Kiev’s church schools, and later became rector of the seminary in Novgorod. Before he retired
from teaching, Father Theophan served as a professor
and Assistant Inspector at the Petersburg
Academy.
Saint Theophan was not completely happy
with academic work, so he asked to be relieved of his duties. He was assigned to be a member
of the Russian Mission in Jerusalem. After being raised
to the rank of Archimandrite, he became Rector of
Olnets Seminary. Soon he was assigned as the chief
priest of the embassy church in Constantinople. Saint
Theophan was eventually recalled to Russia to become rector of the Petersburg Academy, and supervisor of religious education in the capital’s secular
schools.
On May 9, 1859 Saint Theophan was consecrated as
Bishop of Tambov, where he established a diocesan
school for girls. During his time in Tambov he came to
love the secluded Vysha Monastery in his diocese. In
1863 he was transferred to Vladimir and remained
there for three years. He also established a diocesan
school for girls at Vladimir.
The holy bishop visited parishes throughout his diocese serving, preaching, restoring churches, and sharing the joys and sorrows of his flock. It was very difficult for Bishop Theophan to live in the world and become involved with vain worldly disputes. Many
abused his trust, but he could not bring himself to
chastise anyone. Instead, he left such unpleasant
tasks to the Archpriest of his cathedral.
He was present at the uncovering of the relics of Saint
Tikhon of Zadonsk in 1861, and this made a tremendous impression on him, for he had much in common
with that saint. He had loved Saint Tikhon from early
childhood, and always spoke about him with great
enthusiasm. When Saint Tikhon was glorified as a
saint on August 13, Bishop Theophan’s joy knew no
bounds.
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In 1866 his request to be relieved of his duties as Bishop
of Vladimir was granted. He was appointed as Superior
of the Vysha Monastery, but soon resigned from that
position. He was permitted to live there and to celebrate services whenever he wished. He also received a
pension of 1000 rubles.
As he prepared to leave his diocese, he wished to focus
on his own salvation, and to concentrate on undisturbed communion with God. On July 24, 1866 he bade
his diocese farewell, leaving the world for a life of reclusion, and to devote himself to writing spiritual books.
Through these books, Saint Theophan has become the
spiritual benefactor of all Orthodox Christians. Although
he sought the Kingdom of God and His righteousness
(Mt. 6:33), a reputation as a writer of great significance
for the whole world was also added to him.
Bishop Theophan wrote many books, but received no
profits from their sale. He tried to keep them as inexpensive as possible, and they quickly sold out. He wrote
about topics which others before him had not fully
treated, such as how to live a Christian life, how to over-

come sinful habits, and how to avoid despair. He tried
to explain the steps of spiritual perfection systematically, as one who had himself gone through these various steps. Some of his books include THE SPIRITUAL
LIFE AND HOW TO BE ATTUNED TO IT, THE PATH TO
SALVATION, and LETTERS ON THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. He
also translated the PHILOKALIA in five volumes, and
THE SERMONS OF ST SIMEON THE NEW THEOLOGIAN.
For the first six years in the monastery, Bishop Theophan attended all the services, including the early
Liturgy. He stood still in church with his eyes closed so
that he would not be distracted. He often celebrated
Liturgy on Sundays and Feast Days.
Beginning in 1872, he cut off all relationships with people (except for his confessor) and no longer left his cell
to attend church. He built a small chapel in his quarters and dedicated it to the Lord’s Baptism. For ten
years he served there on Sundays and Feast Days. For
the last eleven years of his life he served every day by
himself. Sometimes he would sing, and sometimes he
kept completely silent.
Whenever anyone visited him on business, Bishop Theophan would reply with as few words as possible, then
immerse himself in prayer. If anyone sent him money,
he would distribute it to the poor, keeping only a small
portion to purchase books.
Whenever he was not occupied with writing or praying, the reclusive bishop worked at carpentry or
painting icons. He received from twenty to forty letters
each day, and he answered all of them. He was able to
discern each writer’s spiritual condition, then give detailed answers to the questions of those who were
struggling for the salvation of their souls.
His eyesight deteriorated in his latter years, but he did
not curtail his work because of it. In the evening, his
cell attendant would prepare everything for the bishop
to serve Liturgy the next morning. After finishing the
Liturgy, Bishop Theophan would knock on the wall to
signal the cell attendant to serve him tea. On days
when there was no fasting, he would eat lunch at 1:00
P.M. This consisted of one egg and a glass of milk. At
four o’clock he would have some tea, and then no
more food that day.
Bishop Theophan began to get weaker at the beginning of 1894. He was still writing on the afternoon of
January 6, but when the cell attendant came to check
on him at 4:30 he found that the bishop had departed
to the Lord.

Saint Theophan’s body lay in the small church in his
cell for three days, then three more days in the cathedral. There was no trace of corruption, however. He
was laid to rest in the Kazan church of the Vysha Monastery.
Several of Saint Theophan’s books have been translated into English, and are reliable spiritual guides for
Orthodox Christians of today. Saint Theophan’s gift
was the ability to present the wisdom of the Fathers in
terms which modern people can understand. Since he
lived close to our own time, many readers find his
books “more approachable” than the earlier patristic
literature. He treats the life of the soul and the life of
the body as a unified whole, not as two separate elements, and reveals to people the path of salvation.
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
continued from page 4

As women, each of us is simply asking other women
to care. If you have never been a member, make this
year the year to join us. We welcome ladies 18 years
and older to join our chapter. We have many young
ladies that have joined and we are delighted that they
will continue in this wonderful ministry that we all
love so much. Philoptochos provides the opportunity
to offer time, talent and treasure through Christian
fellowship.

Our Ladies Philoptochos offered a Holiday Bake Sale throughout December. Koulourakia and Kourambiedes were sold
thanks to some of our wonderful ladies who generously
baked using their beloved recipes.

On Saturday, November 16, 2019, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America addressed the guests
of the 2019 Children's Medical Fund Luncheon in Chicago, stating "my beloved Ladies of Philoptochos nothing
you do is insignificant, each member of Philoptochos
has great value... you are an army of agape (love)." As
such, His Eminence dedicated the Sunday of the Good
Samaritan each year as Philoptochos Sunday."
Eleni Manolakes, 2ND Vice President of Ladies Philoptochos and Andriana Fillappakos, Board Member, were
the elves who decorated the beautiful Christmas tree
that adorned our lobby during the Christmas season.
If a busy life has caused you to step away, we look
forward to welcome you back. There are roles of varying commitment levels and each and every contribution is valuable and appreciated. We are inviting all
men of our parish to support us by becoming associate members.
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In late December, our Ladies Philoptochos coordinated
the Adopt a Family Program with our Church family and
the local Department of Social Service (DCF). THANK
YOU to those who were able to adopt the 10 families
and the many who donated food gift cards for the families’ holiday meals.
We miss seeing everyone and pray that God is giving us
strength and guidance during this unprecedented time.
Good health and peace to all.

GOARCH Youth Safety Policies
Questions and Answers
The Greek Orthodox Youth Ministry is about introducing young people to Christ and helping them live out
their relationship with the Lord in His Church. And, in
order to do that, we need to create ministry environments that are physically and spiritually safe and
healthy.
The new Policies for the Safety of Children and Youth
do exactly that.
What are the Policies for the Safety of Children and
Youth?
Approved by both our Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops
and our Archdiocesan Clergy Laity Congress in 2018,
the Policies are the new framework for keeping our
kids safe at Youth Ministry Programs and Events across
the entire Archdiocese.
What are the policy mandates?
The policies mandate two basic things. 1. Only Youth
Workers can participate in Youth Ministry Programs
and Events. 2. Youth Workers must report all Abuse
and Suspected Abuse, as well as other violations of the
Policies.
Who is a Youth Worker?
A Youth Worker is the only person who is eligible to
participate in Youth Ministry Programs or Events.
How do I become a Youth Worker?
In order to become a Youth Worker, a person must:
Register with his or her Parish Administrator (and
re-register annually after that);
Complete the required online video training once
per year; and
Successfully pass a background screen every two
years.
What is a Youth Ministry Program or Event?
A Youth Ministry Program or Event is any program or
event in the Archdiocese that is designed to primarily
serve Children or Youth. This includes everything from
youth groups (like HOPE, JOY, and GOYA) to educational programs (like Sunday School) to athletic programs
(like Parish basketball) to cultural programs (like Parish
Greek school or Greek dance programs), in addition to
youth retreats and camping programs.
What is mandated reporting?
Mandated reporting is something required by law in
jurisdictions across the United States. Youth Workers
must report to state authorities all instances of:
Abuse of Suspected Abuse of a Child or Youth;
Neglect or Suspect Neglect of a Child or Youth; and
Any imminent dangers to the life of a Child or
Youth.

How do Youth Workers file such a report?
Our partners at Childhelp National Abuse Hotline are
available to answer your questions and help direct you
to the appropriate state authorities.
Call them at 1-800-4-A-CHILD (1-800-422-4453).
What else should a Youth Worker report?
Whenever a Youth Worker makes a mandated report
to state authorities, the Youth Worker must also file a
Notice of Concern with his or her supervisor to ensure
that Church leadership is also informed.
However, Youth Workers may also encounter violations of the Policies that do not rise to the level of a
mandated report that needs to be made to state authorities. For example, a Youth Worker might observe
someone engaging in inappropriate behavior (such as
Bullying or Verbal Abuse) with a Child or Youth, or
someone who has failed to uphold an appropriate
boundary in an interaction with a Child or Youth that
doesn’t rise to the level of Abuse. These could include
behavior between an adult and child or youth or between peers.
In such cases, the Youth Worker must file a Notice of
Concern with his or her Supervisor. This is not about
pointing fingers: it is about ensuring that boundaries
are maintained and that potentially inappropriate conduct is addressed before it turns into something more
serious.
What does it mean to be in compliance with the Policies?
A Parish’s compliance with the Policies includes two
basic items:
Youth Workers are the only people who are allowed to
participate in Youth Ministry Programs and Events;
and Youth Workers follow the requirements of the
Policies when it comes to conduct, mandated reporting, etc.
Checklist for Youth Worker Applicants
Your Youth Safety Administrator, Margot Racano,
will contact you to complete our form with your
full legal name, email address and phone number.
Then, your Parish Youth Safety Ad
Continued on page 12
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NEW YEAR PRAYER
In this New Year, may your blessings overflow and be unceasing. Each day filled with robust
health to make life and work a joy,
and faith abundant to pass on to
others. Wealth enough to support
your needs and those in need, and
determination to make each day
better than the day before. Boundless happiness to share with others. Strength and spirit unbridled
to overcome all obstacles, and unremitting optimism to vanish all
doubts.
Grace to overcome and forgive any
transgressions. Patience to remain
calm while the untamed world races by. Love enough to conquer all,
and a caring outstretched hand especially to young people. To know
that in the central place of every
heart must be respect for the
earth, and peace for the people,
and delight in the good, forgiveness
for past wrongs, and passion for
new beginnings.
And above all, abiding thanks each
day for all our gains, miracle after
miracle. To know that our final victories come from hope and faith
and love, and the greatest of these
is love…because it is the wellspring
for all else. So that you unleash the
power within you and touch the
lives of others in endless and wondrous ways. Make every day of this
new year a hallowed day of overbrimming thanks and joy and caring. Amen
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CALENDAR
January
F 1/1 - 8:45am Orthros, 10am Divine Liturgy - St. Basil the Great
W 1/6 - 8:45am Orthros, 10am Divine Liturgy – Theophany of our Lord & Savior,
Jesus Christ
W 1/20 - 6pm Paraklisis
ST 1/30 - 8:45am Orthros, 10am Divine
Liturgy - Synaxis of The Three Hierarchs:
Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, &
John Chrysostom
February
TU 2/2 - 8:45am Orthros, 10am Divine
Liturgy – The Presentation of Our Lord and
Savior in the Temple
W 2/17 - 8:45am Orthros, 10am Divine
Liturgy – Theodore the Tyro, Great Martyr

March
W 3/3 - 6pm Paraklisis
ST 3/6 – 10am Divine Liturgy - First Saturday of Souls
ST 3/13 – 10am Divine Liturgy – Second
Saturday of Souls
M 3/15 - 7:pm - Clean Monday Compline
and Service of Forgiveness
W 3/17 - 6:pm - Presanctified Liturgy
F 3/19 - 7pm--Heretismis-Salutations to the
Theotokos
ST 3/20 - 10am Divine Liturgy – Third Saturday of Souls
W 3/24 - 6pm Presanctified Liturgy
TH 3/25 - 8:45am Orthros, 10am Divine
Liturgy - Annunciation of the TheotokosEvangelismos
F 3/26 - 7pm--Heretismis-Salutations to
the Theotokos
W 3/31 - 6:pm Presanctified Liturgy
F 4/2--7:pm--Heretismis-Salutations to the
Theotokos

MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Dear Assumption Family,
As we are celebrating the Christmas season, we are looking for ways to still have our
traditional Christmas celebrations, while abiding by the CDC guidelines. I pray we can get through
this difficult time without a great deal of stress and anxiety and stay healthy.
Χριστός Γεννάται, Christ is Born.
As we enter 2021 with a vaccine on the horizon, we hope we can find some form of
normalcy in our lives in the months to come.
I again ask that you please support our church as best that you are able, not only financially, but more importantly, with your time and talents. In order for our church to continue to
thrive for many generations to come, we need for you to support the many ministries of our
church. We want to instill in our children and grandchildren a strong desire to continue our Orthodox traditions and feel the peace of being at home within our church.
May God have compassion upon us and bless us. May His face shine upon us and have
mercy on us, so that we may preserve peace and harmony in His church and among us. (A version of Psalm 67).
Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy 2021
Zoy Beretis
Parish Council President
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GOARCH Youth Safety Policies

ministrator will load your contact information into the
secure Armatus youth safety database. The Armatus database is a service offered by Praesidium, the official youth
safety vendor of the Archdiocese. Praesidium is under
contract with the Archdiocese, your Metropolis, and your
individual Parish.
After your information is in the Armatus system, you will
receive an email from Praesidium with a link to complete
your registration process. You will be able to complete the
additional information needed for your user profile in the
database. Your confidential information will remain secure at all times.
Our youth safety vendor, Praesidium, will offer online
youth safety training to all potential Youth Workers. This
training is the core information needed to be a Youth
Worker. A link will be available once your complete your
registration.
All potential Youth Workers need to successfully pass the
required background screen. This process will also be
online. A link will be available once you complete your
registration. Our parish will pay the fee for this background screen; that is the

one and only cost associated with the process of becoming a Youth Worker.
Become certified as a Youth Worker
Your Parish Youth Safety Administrator will confirm that
you have successfully completed the required training
and background screen.
If your background screen is not initially passed, the
Youth Safety Administrator will simply see that this step
has not been successfully completed (without seeing the
details of the screen’s result). Your background screen
will be submitted to your Metropolis Background Check
Review Board for additional review.
Thank you very much for your desire and dedication to
ensuring the well-being and safety of our Children and
Youth. Please direct any questions or concerns to:
Margot Racano – office@agoc.us (phone 917-5399556) or
Youthsafety@goarch.org – (phone: 480-440-2277)

