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CHURCH PLANNER
Paraklisis Services F 8/2, W 8/7, F 8/9, M 8/12 @ 6PM
Vespers (Forefeast of the Dormition of the Theotokos) W 8/14 @ 7PM
Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos R 8/15 @ 10AM (Liturgy)
Resume of Regular Worship Hours SU 9/8 @ 8:45AM Orthros; 10AM Div Lit
Ministry Fair SU 9/8 and SU 9/15 @ Coffee Hour
First Day of Greek School T 9/10 @ 4:30 PM
First Day of Catechism School SU 9/15
“Teaching” Divine Liturgy SU 10/6 @ 10AM
General Assembly SU 10/20 following Divine Liturgy

LETTER FROM FATHER NIKOLAS

Neither the grave nor death could contain the
Theotokos, the unshakable hope, ever vigilant in
intercession and protection. As mother of life, He
who dwelt in the ever-virginal womb transposed
her to life. - Kontakion of the Feast of the Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever
Virgin Mary
One day while working at Hospice, a chaplain colleague with a bit more formal training than me
(e.g. having enrolled in a CPE or Clinical Pastoral
Education program) suggested that our spiritual
care team explore, develop and articulate our personal “theology of death/end of life.” I get it...that
sounds a little morbid—quite the way to open up a
church newsletter but hear me out. Apparently this
type of exercise was very common in these programs and aide the formation of a “spiritual care
giver.” CPE involves intense exposures to clinical
settings where ministry is practiced and is further
reinforced by meaningful engagements in the
classroom with peers in the field who reflect on
their encounters with life and death through the
lens of spirituality. Emerging from this context, I
have long felt that “my” theology of death, despite
many possibilities from our Orthodox Tradition
(e.g. the raising of Lazarus, Christ’s Crucifixion and
Resurrection the parable of the grain of wheat,
etc.), is rooted in the Dormition or Assumption of
the Virgin Mary (koimisis).
Within the Orthodox Church, we often talk about
Holy Fathers, i.e. saints who were theologians and
spiritual teachers who defended and explained the
doctrines of the Christian Faith. These same Holy
Fathers often transmitted certain sacred traditions
through hymns and icons (and not necessarily actual scriptural accounts), among them the narratives surrounding Mary’s “departure to the source
of life.” One need only behold the icon of the Dormition/Assumption to infer that this gathering of
the Apostles was definitely not recorded in the
Christian canonical scriptures, let alone the fact
that Mary died without suffering, in a state of spiritual peace as expressed by the term Dormition or
Koimisis. At the time of her repose, all of the Apostles (except for Thomas but including Paul) were
gathered together in Jerusalem at the bedside of
the Theotokos.
Continued on page 8
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OUR CHURCH LIFE milestones May-July
Sarantismos/40-Day Blessings
5/19 Owen, son of Shelley & Mike Pyers of
Brooklyn, NY
6/2 Katerina, daughter of Steven Peter
and Maria Rountos of Southbury, CT
6/16 Iakovos, son of Panagiotis and Paula
Stefanatos of Gaylordsville, CT
6/16 Madeleine Claire, daughter of Lukas
& Brittany Delasos of West Hartford, CT
7/21 Benjamin, son of Amanda and John
Koukos of Danbury, CT
Sacraments of Christian Initiation
(Baptism)
5/18 Nicholas, son of Robin and Elisha
Spector of New Milford, CT, Sponsor is Lisa
Brindisi
5/18 Zoe Eleni, daughter of Michael
Mosera and Erefili Dafilis of Sherman, CT.
Sponsors are Marie James and Alexandra
Silva of Brookfield, CT
5/26 Yianni, son of Nikitas and Harriet
Roumeliotis of Stormville, NY. Sponsors
are John and Gabi Velezis of Carmel, NY
7/27 Gabriel, son of Daniel and Angela
Galleano of Newtown, CT. Sponsor is
Elayna Lalikos.
7/27 Ava, daughter of Spiro and Amanda
Stefanatos of Brookfield, CT. Sponsor is

Holy Matrimony
5/19 Britany Barrow and Nikola Poljak of
Fairfield, CT. Koumbaro is Marko Poljak of
Brewster, NY.
5/26 Anna Fridas and James Antzoulis of
Brookfield, CT. Koumbara is Theoni Stavrianopoulos of Whitestone, NY.
6/1 Toni Maglaras and John Meintanas of
Queens, NY. Koumbara is Constance Maglaras of Flushing, NY.
6/1 Andriana Chryssikos and Dr. Daniel
Toscano of Yorktown Heights, NY.
Koumbara is Kathryn Marchionno of Carmel, NY.

Guides for the Journey

SAINTS SOPHIA, FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE
Protopresbyter Fr. George Papavarnavas

The three Martyrs, Fith, Hope and Love were daughters of Saint Sophia, just like the
virtues of faith, hope and love are the offspring of wisdom, the true wisdom of which
“comes from above” and gives birth to the fear of God; “the fear of God is the beginning
of wisdom”.
The three daughters of Saint Sophia, twelve, ten and nine years old respectively, had all
the virtues as indicated by their names, and were full of faith and hope in Christ and
love towards God and man. And their mother was Sophia in both word and deed. She
had true love which is greater than natural love, the so-called mother’s instinct, which is
why she sought out the spiritual interests of her children. She encouraged them to proceed towards death for the love of Christ, knowing that in this way she would ensure for
them true life, since “the righteous live unto the ages” (Wisdom of Solomon 5:1).
Saint Sophia’s pattern of behavior shows the measure of love she had for her children,
who were not the property of their birth parents, but animate and reasonable gifts of
God to the parents, who are co-workers with God in the work of creation. True love is
selfless and does not seek a return, it does not expect reciprocation. We love our children because we love God, who gave them to us and they truly love us if we have
taught them to love God. In the name of love we should not infringe upon the freedom
of our children, nor does true freedom exist without love. A love without freedom is a
dictatorship, and a freedom without love is anarchy. What touches the hearts of children, more than words, is to pray for them and to set the right example.
Continued on page 10

FROM OUR YOUTH DESK
PARADOSI SINGERS BRING JOY TO
ST. MICHAEL’S HOME

GREEK SCHOOL PROGRAM TO
START AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER
The Greek as a Second Language program at Assumption Church is an eight-year course. Classes start from
first grade and continue through high school, with the
opportunity to take the Comprehensive Exam in Modern Greek after all levels have been successfully completed which, in some instances, provides foreign language credit at the high school level.
Students must be in first grade of their regular school
to enter the Introductory Level. Occasionally, we
have students join us at another level and we will accommodate them accordingly based on their individual ability.
Classes meet once a week, on Tuesdays, from 4:30pm
- 6:00pm during the months of September through
May . There will also be several extended class sessions during the year during which we will have the
opportunity to explore additional extra-curricular activities that will augment and enhance our regular
academic curriculum. (Content and dates to be determined.)
The Assumption Church Afternoon Greek School follows all guidelines set by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and is committed to providing an
excellent education in all aspects of the Greek language. For the 2019-2020 academic school year, we
will continue with the curriculum and series of books
from Papaloizos Publications and supplementing with
materials published by the Department of Greek Education of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. Greek
School registration will be held during the Ministry
Fair Sundays in September. Our first day of classes on
Tuesday, September 10, 2019.
We encourage all Parish families to consider enrolling
their children in this program. Whether Greek is spoken at home or not, every student can be successful
and it is a great way to expose them to an additional
language in a fun environment.

Last June, the young ladies of our parish’s Paradosi Youth
Chorus traveled to Yonkers, NY where they performed a
45-minute program of Greek music for the residents of
St. Michael’s Home for the Aged, a home that has provided care for aged Greek Orthodox Christians for sixty
years.
The chorus (as pictured), Eva Zeimnicki, Marina Kolitsas,
Yana Giannoutsos, Sophia Terilli, Nicole Kolitsas and Maria Giannoutsos, along with accompanists Cindy Zeimnicki and Dino Kolitsas, performed beloved classics by
several Greek composers. The recital, which was
livestreamed, can be viewed on the church’s Facebook
page.
The visit was the result of an idea by AGOC parishioner
Chris Neofitides, a frequent visitor to the home. Father
Nikolas, who joined the group for the event, showed immediate excitement and coordinated the performance
with the Home’s director. The residents gave the girls
and their performance a very heartfelt reception, singing
along, clapping and dancing. But perhaps the group that
enjoyed the experience the most were the performers,
as the appreciation and embrace of the residents, who
are often forgotten about, was warm and moving.

BASKETBALL TEAMS PREPARE FOR NEW SEASON
Last year our youth basketball program had 36 players (ages 617) and a team in every division! Our Church teams have won
the Sportsmanship Award for the past three years and our
Youth Team won second place last year. Practices this year
will be at Pembroke School in Danbury on Thursday nights,
starting mid-October through March. Registration for the

2019-2020 basketball season will begin in September at the
Ministry Fair. Registration needs to be turned in no later than
October 1st. We are also looking for Coaches to lead our
teams. For more information, please contact Paraskevi
at basketball@agoc.com.

3

...parish news...

UPDATES • BRIEFS • REMINDERS • FYI’S • NOTICES

PHILOPTOCHOS INSTALLS NEW
PRESIDENT AND BOARD
The board of the parish’s Ladies Philoptochos Society
chapter was elected in May, with Caryn Flannery chosen
to serve as the organization’s president.
“We hope that each of you find some time to join us as
we welcome all women in our church community to
become involved in the philanthropic endeavors and
hospitality events, we undertake each year,” said Caryn,
noting that all women over the age of 18 are welcome
to join and participate. Men of the parish are invited to
become associate members.
The slate of officers for the 2019-2021 board are:
President – Caryn Flannery
First Vice President – Fevri Gkanatsios
Second Vice President – Eleni Manolakes
Recording Secretary – Cathy Hatzis
Second Recording Secretary – Susan Chipouras
Corresponding Secretary – Stacy Neofitidis
Treasurer – Barbara Soldano
Advisor – Ourania Carino (past president)

STUDENTS ARE AWARDED
KALLAS SCHOLARSHIP

In May, our Philoptochos was honored to share in
awarding the Michael Kallas Memorial Scholarship of
$1,000 each to Eirenie Athanasoulis and Sophia Harovas. This scholarship was created by the generosity
of Berni Kallas and her family to honor Michael, a loving husband, father and grandfather. Michael, a lifelong member of the community, is remembered by
the church family as a tireless worker at His Vineyard,
serving as a longtime parish council member and as
parish council president.

The annual Philoptochos dinner took place in June at Four Brothers Restaurant in Mahopac, NY with about 20 ladies in attendance.
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UPDATES • BRIEFS • REMINDERS • FYI’S • NOTICES

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP: DID YOU KNOW….
Our Ladies Philoptochos has undertaken the Agape
Coffee Hour Fellowship for decades. It has been possible
due to all the dedication of the coordinators, the ladies
that host each week and the generosity of our parish and
parishioners.
It all begins with creating a weekly schedule in the beginning of the Ecclesiastical year which then is distributed to
our ladies. Our coordinators send out monthly reminders, they do the shopping and they prepare the kitchen.
The coordinators are also there to guide and help our
hostesses. The hostesses arrive at 10:00 am, prepare the
coffee, cut the bagels and plate them, plate the cream
cheese, butter, make sure all the tables are covered, setup the food table, serve the coffee, clean up the hall,
kitchen, wash, dry and put everything away. This is all
done by donating their time so that we can all enjoy the
fellowship and the delicious coffee which is generously
donated by The Yankee Clipper Diner.
Families can sponsor a Coffee Hour celebrating a Baptism, a Chrismation, a Name Day, a Memorial, an Anniversary, a Birthday or whatever is special in their heart.
Our coordinators will explain the process; you can bring
more NUT-FREE food to enhance your Coffee Hour. (Our
Coffee hour is NUT-FREE.) The suggested donation is
$100.00.
Please consider hosting a Coffee Hour. The Philoptochos
needs hostesses to continue this wonderful ministry. It is
a great way to get to know and meet others. You can
host with another family member, a friend, or the coordinators can partner you with another lady. Please help
us keep this ministry going.
An enormous THANK YOU goes out to our devoted
Coffee Hour Coordinators, Cathy Hatzis, Toula Koutmos,
and Barbara Soldano; our wonderful hostesses that
come week after week to help serve on their assigned
Sundays; to our dedicated Board that oversee; to the
families who sponsor a coffee hour; to our supportive
ministry families; and to all the people who generously
contribute to the coffee hour basket.

TREASURER’S UPDATE
As of June 30, net income was $ - 6,686.49 compared to
$ - 23,934.40 last year. Covering expenses during the
summer is always a challenge, please do not forget that
church and the associated expenses continue during the
summer months.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
Total donations are currently up for 2019. As of June 30,
total donations were at $160,175.14 (compared to
$126,833.56 on June 30, 2018) and the stewardship component of this number was $131,987.94 ($93,225.18 as
of June 30, 2018). Stewardship update statements as of
June 30th will be sent out. Please contact stewardship@agoc.us with any questions.

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
Do words like diversification, efficient frontier, and riskadjusted returns excite you? Do you have any experience in institutional investing? Come explore possible
opportunities to join the Church’s Investment Committee. Email investment@agoc.us for more information.

The Philoptochos hosted a special coffee hour celebrating
the 100th birthday of parishioner, Mario Abondolo.
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GREEK FESTIVAL CELEBRATES FORTY YEARS OF
COMMUNITY AND CULTURE
the head priest, suggested to Panasis and fellow parishioner
John Rountos that they host a festival to raise funds to support the church.
Panasis and Rountos agreed with the proposal, and soon
after the entire church community formed into various planning committees to organize the first annual Greek Experience Festival. Parishioners advertised the event by paying
for space in local newspapers.
“We worked very hard for that festival,” Panasis said. “We
didn’t make a lot of money, but we thought that we made a
million dollars. It was just a wonderful experience.”
A few years later, the church on Clapboard Ridge Road was

For the 40th consecutive year, our annual Greek Experience Festival drew in thousands of visitors to celebrate
Greek heritage, culture and traditions. Under a warm June
sun and near-cloudless sky, dozens of volunteers from the
Assumption Church family served and entertained passersby who come from as close as Ridgefield and as far as New
Jersey. Approximately 100 youth dancers of all ages offered
traditional Greek dance performances that have made our
festival unique for decades, while The Islanders returned to
play live Greek music.
But the festival hasn’t always been this way — highly organized and widely publicized; rather, it began
in a much simpler format. Evelyn Panasis,
one of the original festival planners, explained that Father
Peter initially proposed
the idea back in 1979.
At that time, the
church was located on
Farview Avenue — just
a few miles from today’s location on Clapboard Ridge Road. Panasis said the church
community had been
“dying” and was in dire
Parishioner (and past Parish
need of a committed
Council member) Nick Metaxas
priest to invigorate
parishioners and boost
morale. She explained that a meeting took place in the
church hall to discuss. Thereafter, Father Peter, who had
recently taken over as
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built, largely with proceeds from those early festivals.
Panasis said she is impressed by how well the festival has
developed from its early stages — four decades ago.
“I can’t imagine how far we’ve come,” she said. “And how
did we come such a long way? Because of Father Peter and
Presbytera Maria. We were dying in this community (before

Current Parish Council member Elena Koutoumba, helps to set up
the souvlaki stand at one of the early festivals when she was a
teenager.

they came).”
The tradition has since been passed to Father Nikolas, who
returned to our parish three years ago after serving in other
locations for 14 years.
Father Nik said that he admires the rigorous planning and
calculations that go into hosting the festival year after year.
“As a pastor of this community, it’s incredibly humbling to
see the weeks and months of tireless efforts and a beautiful
offering of the best of who we are toward this amazing endeavor,” Father Nik said. “We show hospitality to this whole
community that surrounds us.”
Father Nik said that dozens of visitors have made a point to
tell him how much they enjoy the festival.
“It’s amazing,” he said. “It’s amazing the amount of feedback that we get as clergy from so many of the visitors who
come and tell us that this is the best festival they’ve ever
been to.”
One such visitor is Stephanie Mullen, a local resident and
regular attendee, who spoke highly of the festival and the
traditions behind it.
“It is by far the best feast. The food, music, the people —
you forget where you are for an afternoon,” Mullen said.

Greek dancers from the 1980s: Steven J. Rountos,
Michaele (Karloutsos) Giannoutsos and Steven S. Rountos.

Parish Council member Anna (Kolitsas) Koulouris leads a
group of teenage dancers at an early festival. Also pictured,
parishioners Carole (Rountos) Topalis, Argero (Marnelakis)
Hampilakis, Connie (Stavrou) and Michelle (Stavrou) Keenan.

From 1979’s first festival: (L to R) Anna (Kolitsas) Koulouris,
Steven A. Rountos, Father Peter, Co-Chair Evelyn Panasis,
Congressman Bill Ratchford, Valerie Rountos and Co-Chair
John Rountos.
“The traditional
songs and dances are beautiful
to watch. I try to
go every year.”
Alex Mouyios, a
longtime festival
dancer turned
dance instructor, described
what the celebration means
to him.
Peter and George Koukos working at an
“I grew up with
early festival.
this festival. It is
a constant piece
of many lives,” Mouyios said. “It is a good thing to be able to
come together and do something happy. I’m hoping for
many, many more to come!
Anna Koulouris, who hung up her teaching shoes in 2017
after instructing young dancers for over 20 years, recalled
the genesis of the program in the 70s when, as a child, her
mother, Mary Kolitsas, would teach GOYA students traditional dances and direct performances at ethnic celebrations around the area, including ones at Western Connecticut State College (now University), the International Festival
that was held at Roger’s Park every summer, as well as at
church dances and events. When the festival was initiated
several years later, theirs was the first group of teenagers to
perform.
“My passion for Greek dancing was formed in those years
and continues to this day,” she said. “It gave me great joy to
be able to carry on the tradition that my mother had handed down to me, and that Presbytera Maria has so wonderContinued on page 12
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LETTER FROM FATHER NIKOLAS
continued from page 1
It is precisely this phenomenon of a gathering together
upon which I ground my “Theology of Death” and to take it
a step further, my theology of church family, most especially a family with the Dormition and Mary her very own patron. The story tells us that “clouds caught up the Apostles
from the ends of the earth, where each one happened to
be preaching, and brought them at once to the house of
the mother of God, who informed them of the cause of
their sudden gathering.”
In hospice, we say that our patients often die in a way consistent with how they lived. Tradition tells us that “as a
mother, [the Panagia] consoled [the Apostles] in their affliction as was meet, and then raised her hands to Heaven and
prayed for the peace of the world.” Prior to that, on hearing from an Angel that Christ our Savior “would translate
her from this temporal life to eternal bliss” the Panagia
went to the Mount of Olives to pray and give thanks to
God, “return[ing] to her house and prepared whatever was
necessary for her burial.” She was readying her house in
anticipation of her passage from life to death to life, her
bodily Resurrection.
In our Assumption Church, we have as our constant Directress, Mediator, and Intercessor Mary “prepar[ing] whatever is necessary” in her (and our) house as a consolation to
us! Looking at the apse, we find her “rais[ing] her hands to
Heaven and pray[ing] for the peace of the world” and “giv
[ing] thanks to God.” And above all, we “live” our Orthodox
faith (and simultaneously “die to self”) as a “gathering together” in the Jerusalem of the Divine Liturgy and in and
through the Holy Eucharist. Christ is made manifest to us in
His Body & Blood and “through us to all His people.” Together with Mary’s vigilan[ce] in intercession and protection,” this theology of death (and life) should give us
“unshakable hope” as we assemble “from the ends of the
earth.”
Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ, as we celebrate our
parish’s patronal feast day on August 15 under the protection of the Theotokos, and as we enter a new ecclesiastical
year in September, may our prayer her be for the furtherance of peace in the world. May hope abide in us and
through us at all times during the upcoming academic year,
having an assurance that our Mother the Assumption
Church, consoles us.
Q: As disciples and apostles of Christ, what sets us apart
from the grief of others “concerning those who are
asleep?” (see epistle for Orthodox Funeral Service at I Thessalonians 4:13-18 )
A: Unshakable hope found in a gathering together as Body
of Christ, “the source of life.”
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PARISH COUNCIL ANNOUNCES
ALTERNATIVE WAYS OF GIVING
In addition to traditional donations and stewardship, there
are several ways in which parishioners can financially support
our church and its mission.
Benevity
Did you know that hundreds of employers work with a company called Benevity (www.benevity.com) to match employee charitable giving? Check to see if your employer matches
charitable giving in order to maximize your stewardship. We
already have a several stewards using this great platform.
Gifting Securities/Stocks
Gifting appreciated stock to the Church has been asked about
recently to meet pledge commitments or for special purposes. Our church has an account set up for this very reason. Additionally, members may receive multiple tax benefits* in addition to supporting the Church: a charitable tax
deduction for the full market value of the securities, avoidance of capital gains tax on your appreciated shares, and/or
avoiding required minimum distribution (RMD) penalties.
How to Donate Stock to the Church?
Most brokerages have forms readily available to print and
complete. Below is required information needed to transfer
to the church’s account. Please deliver to: E*TRADE Securities, DTC #0385, account # please call church for number
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
30 Clapboard Ridge Rd.
Danbury, CT 06811
Because the church policy is to sell gifted stock “at the market” once received, please email stewardship@agoc.us to
alert us of the pending transfer.
*Generally applicable to securities held for the duration of at
least a year. Please contact your financial advisor and/or accountant for details related to your specific financial scenario.
—Parish Council Treasurer Steven James Rountos

A New Archbishop for America
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros Enthroned
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros
(Lambriniadis) of
America, Most Honorable Exarch of the
Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans, was born in
1967 in Bakirköy, Istanbul. He studied at
the Department of
Pastoral Theology,
Thelogical School of
the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki,
from which he graduated in 1991. In 1993,
he finished his postgraduate studies at
the Philosophical
School of the University of Bonn, Germany submitting a dissertation entitled, “The Brothers Nicholas and John Mesarites.” He was ordained a Deacon in 1994 at the Patriarchal Cathedral and was appointed as the Codecographer of
the Holy and Sacred Synod.
In 1995, he was appointed Deputy Secretary of the Holy and
Sacred Synod. From 1996-1997 he studied at the Theological School of St. John the Damascene in Balamand, Lebanon,
where he improved his knowledge of the Arabic language. In
2001, he earned a Doctorate of Theology with highest distinction. In 2004, he was invited to Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Boston, where he taught as a visiting professor for one semester.
In March 2005, he was promoted by the Holy and Sacred
Synod to the position of Chief Secretary and was ordained
to the priesthood by the Ecumenical Patriarch in the Patriarchal Cathedral. In 2009, was unanimously elected Assistant
Professor of Symbolics, Inter-Orthodox Relations and the
Ecumenical Movement.
In March 2011, he was elected Metropolitan of Bursa and in
August of the same year was appointed Abbot of the Holy
Patriarchal and Stavropegial Monastery of the Holy Trinity
on the island of Chalki. He has served as the Orthodox Secretary of the Joint International Commission for the Theological Dialogue between the Orthodox Church and the Lutheran World Federation and as a member of the Patriarchal
delegations to the General Assemblies of the Conference of
European Churches and the World Council of Churches. He
was the Secretary of the Pan-Orthodox Synods in Sofia
(1998), Istanbul (2005), Geneva (2006), and Istanbul (2008).
He has been a member of the Faith and Order Commission
of the World Council of Churches since 1996.

ENTRHONEMENT ADDRESS

EXCERTPS

Ready is my heart is O God. Ready is my heart! (Psalm 57:7)
Indeed, my heart, soul, and mind are ready and eager to
embark on this great challenge and charge that our ThriceHoly God has granted to me by His grace, with my election,
at the recommendation of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, by the most reverend members of the
Holy and Sacred Synod, in order that I might serve you, the
beloved faithful of America, as your spiritual father and pastor, the seventh Archbishop of the Holy Archdiocese of
America. The fact that this sacred commission took place on
Continued on page 10

A TIME LINE OF ARCHBISHOPS

Archbishop Alexander, 1922-30

Archbishop Athenagoras, 1931-48

Archbishop Michael, 1948-58

Archbishop Iakovos, 1959-96

Archbishop Spyridon, 1996-99

Archbishop Demetrios, 1999-2019
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NEW ARCHBISHOP
Continued from Page 9
May 11th—coinciding with the feast of
Saints Cyril and Methodios, peers of
the apostles and illuminators of the
Slavs—reminds me of the principal
conviction and commitment of the
First Throne of Constantinople to an
ecumenical worldview and mission.
This sign further inspires me to stir and
sustain the grace that flows from God
to the Mother and Daughter Churches
of Constantinople as well as to our
Archdiocese here in America—and to
increase this gift, in the words of the
Gospel of John, “from grace to
grace” (John 1:16), through the intercessions of the All-Holy Theotokos
whose City, Constantinople, from 330
A.D. to this day celebrates its foundation on May 11!
...
... I recognize those who have preceded me in this glorious and blessed
archdiocese, all those who have
shaped and defined this exceptional
church. These include first His Eminence Demetrios, who has honored me
with his presence today in order to
transmit to me the church that he so
faithfully and attentively ministered for
two decades. But also Archbishop
Iakovos, who boldly walked beside
Martin Luther King Junior against the
cultural tide of the time and even
against the advice of his peers. And
above all, the inspired pioneer Athenagoras, who recognized the importance of breaking down barriers
with other church confessions and
faith communities. My aspiration is to
plant and multiply their diverse gifts in
the fertile soil of this church and land
as I reach out in a dialogue of love and
truth to our ecumenical and interfaith
brothers and sisters. My heart is certainly ready and steadfast to follow
their groundbreaking lead and their
illustrious example.
...
… As Orthodox Christians, of course—
to adopt the words of the NicaeanConstantinopolitan Creed, our symbol
of faith—we are truly “catholic and
apostolic” only when we remember
and realize that we are also “one and
Continued on page 11
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CALENDAR
August
F 8/2 @ 6PM
Paraklesis
T 8/6 @ 8:15AM Orthros; 9:30AM Liturgy
Transfiguration of Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ
W 8/7 @ 6PM
Paraklesis to the Theotokos
F 8/9 @ 6PM
Paraklesis to the Theotokos
M 8/12 @ 6PM
Paraklesis to the Theotokos
W 8/14 @ 7PM
Great Vespers – Forefeast of the Dormition (Assumption) of the Theotokos
R 8/15 @ 8:45AM Orthros; 10:00AM Liturgy
Feast of the Dormition (Assumption) of
the Theotokos
T 8/20* @ 7:30PM
Parish Council Meeting (*different day of
week than typical schedule)
R 8/22 @ 2PM to 9PM
F 8/23 @ 2PM to 9PM
ST 8/24 @ 10AM to 5PM
Photography session dates and times for
Lifetouch Parish Photo Directory
M 8/26 @ 6PM
Greek School Parent-Teacher Organization
(GSPTO) 2019-2020 School Year Meeting
R 8/29 @ 9:20AM Doxology 9:30AM Liturgy
Beheading of St. John the Baptist

September
SU 9/8
Begin regular worship hours 8:45AM Orthros; 10:00AM Liturgy
SU 9/8 @ Coffee Hour
Ministry Fair
M 9/9
Buy a Priest a Beer Day
M 9/9 @ 6:30PM
Philoptochos First Meeting of the New Ecclesiastical Year
T 9/10 @ 4:30PM
First Day of Greek School
SU 9/15
First Day of Sunday Catechism School &
Ministry Fair Cont’d
R 9/19 @ 7:30PM
Parish Council Meeting
October
T 10/1
Assumption Church & Philoptochos hosting
Westchester/CT & Hudson Valley Clergy
Fellowships for first meeting of the year
SU 10/6
Teaching a/k/a “Let us attend” Divine Liturgy
R 10/17 @ 7:30PM
Parish Council Meeting
SU 10/20 @after Liturgy
Fall General Assembly

SAINTS SOPHIA, FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE
Continued from page 2

Children who have experienced within their family true freedom and selfless love, have learned
to love and generously offer without discrimination. The opposite happens with children who
have been deprived of love and freedom. They become authoritarian, reactionary, antisocial,
sealed tightly within themselves, aggressive and suspicious. Respect for the freedom of others is
taught by God Himself, Who has endowed man with free will and respects what anyone does
with human freedom.
An Orthodox education helps one overcome any problems or difficulties in life, without creating
or allowing the soul to remain repressed, not infrequently leading to unpleasant situations. Many
parents, unfortunately, “take out” their repressed emotions on their children. Whatever they
failed to do or be in life, they want to do or become them and they try in every way to enforce it
thus violating every concept of freedom and democracy, since democracy and dictatorship is a
way of life and a daily behavior. Saint Sophia was a democrat in every sense of the word. She
encouraged and allowed without imposing. She knew that her daughters belonged to God and
she offered them. Love for Him transcends a mother’s pain. She believed in eternal life and lived
with the hope of eternal good things. She was temporarily separated from her children to be
reunited with them in the kingdom of God. She went above their grave and supplicated God to
take her life, to be near them. She had the assurance that her children existed, that they were
alive and she would meet them, and that she would see them again.
Continued on page 12

POPE GIFTS ST. PETER’S RELICS TO ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
by Gregory Pappas

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople described the move as a “brave and bold” gesture, while Pope
Francis referred to it as a gift to a brother.
In what many are calling a historic gesture to bring two divided churches closer together, Pope Francis surprised a visiting
delegation of Greek Orthodox hierarchs and presented them
with a bronze reliquary containing what many believe to be
the relics, or bone fragments, of St. Peter.
The bone fragments were kept in the Papal Chapel and were
only displayed publicly once, in 2013. The ornate box was
handed over by Pope Francis to Archbishop Job of Telmessos,
the head of the Patriarchal Delegation, comprised also by
Bishop Maximos of Melitini and Deacon Vosporios.
The official welcome took place on Sunday, June 30, the Feast
of the Synaxis of the Holy Twelve Apostles, in the Church of
the Holy Apostles in Feriköy, with Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew officiating at the Divine Liturgy.

Following the Divine Liturgy His All-Holiness stated: “Pope
Francis made this grand, fraternal, historical gesture of giving
us fragments of the relic of Saint Peter, the founder of the
Church of Rome, that I venerated just a moment ago and I
was deeply moved. It was a brave and daring decision taken
by Pope Francis to the Church of Constantinople, for which
we express our gratitude to him.”
The bronze case contains nine of the bone fragments discovered during excavations of the necropolis under St. Peter’s
Basilica that began in the 1940s.
In the 1960s, archaeologist Margherita Guarducci published a
paper asserting that she had found St. Peter’s bones near the
site identified as his tomb.
While no pope has ever declared the bones to be authentic,
St. Paul VI announced in 1968 that the “relics” of St. Peter
had been “identified in a way which we can hold to be convincing.”
The Churches of Rome and Constantinople have established
the exchange of reciprocal visits of official delegations on
their Thronal feasts since the 1960’s.
George Demacopoulos, the chair of Orthodox Christian Studies and Co-Director of the Orthodox Christian Studies Center
at Fordham University called the move “nothing short of remarkable” in a post on Public Orthodoxy.
“Pope Francis’s gift of a bodily relic of St. Peter is so remarkable because, unlike these other recent exchanges, it is not a
righting of a previous wrong, not a return to the Orthodox of
something that was historically theirs. No, Francis’s gift of a
Petrine relic to the Ecumenical Patriarch is significant because
it is an unfettered divestment of portion of what is arguably
the Vatican’s most precious religious treasure—the very
foundation of its symbolic authority in the Christian world,”
according to Demacopoulos.
—reprinted with permission from The Pappas Post (pappaspost.com)

NEW ARCHBISHOP
Continued from Page 9
holy.” And so my heart is ready and steadfast in the sensitive
and critical matter of Orthodox unity. I sincerely pledge to
devote myself—with all my heart, soul and mind—to the reaffirmation and reinvigoration of the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops in order that we may collaborate with
greater unity, while witnessing with greater conviction and
credibility to the broader American society. Our teaching is
one in the sacraments and one in the life of the church;
therefore, our preaching should also reflect the same unanimity and consensus in the culturally diverse and pluralistic
world that we inhabit and share. In this way, we shall be
ready and steadfast at all times “to preach good news to the
poor . . . to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
and to declare the acceptable year of the Lord. (Luke 4:18–
19) And we shall “always be prepared to make a defense to

any one who calls us to account for the hope that lies in us,
and to do so with gentleness and reverence.” (1 Peter 3:15)
My heart is especially ready and steadfast to serve this Archdiocese and nation, both of which I have long admired since
childhood and from my ministry at the Phanar. Through the
decades, I have observed the development of the Church
here, the challenges it has encountered, and the ground it
has broken. So, I am here—your new Archbishop—to listen to
you, to dialogue with you, and to work with you. My prayerful
aspiration is to stand before you and beside you, to lead by
example and exhortation, and to minister through service and
sacrifice. Let us advance together as the Body of Christ and
body of believers, as a united Archdiocese and Church, and as
a cherished Eparchy of our venerable Ecumenical Patriarchate.
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A FESTIVAL TURNS FORTY
Continued from page 7

fully developed over the years.”
“I think our dancers have always been so wonderful because we
teach not just dance steps, but a love for the traditions behind the
dancing, and it’s delightful to see other people that grew up in the
program taking leadership roles.”
Indeed, nearly every dance instructor with the program today grew
up dancing at the festival under Presbytera Maria.
Festival Chair Susan Tsipouras commented that the 40th annual
Greek Experience Festival was a tremendous success “All the preparations started as early as January, and, once again, resulted in a
great festival,” she said.
“Thanks go out to all the people who worked on the festival, with
special thanks to Committee Chairs,” said Susan. “These wonderful
chairs spent countless hours, days and months with a bevy of volunteers who prepped food, baked pastries, rolled grape leaves, took
inventories, ordered supplies, and too many other things to mention.
A big thank you also to Fr. Peter and Fr. Nikolas. Their guidance, prayers and support make our parish the Family it is and this
radiates to all who come to our Festival.”
A new “To Do” checklist greeted visitors as they arrived. They patiently waited in our new souvlaki lines, or at the taverna, then
found a table to enjoy their food before gathering around the dance
floor to see all our talented Greek dancers, or into the hall to listen
to our Youth singers.
“We enjoyed a constant stream of visitors who arrived with their
appetites and left with smiles on their faces,” said Susan. “They got
to be a part of our Assumption Family for the time they were here.”
— Darden Livesay

SAINTS SOPHIA, FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE
Continued from page 10

Those who are hard on young people today I think are being
unfair. Young people today, according to the testimony of
many educators and others involved with youth, are more honest and straightforward than young people of the past. Their
violent behavior, in some cases, and extreme reactions I believe are due to what they require from society, such as tenderness, love and sincerity, but instead they encounter cruelty,
heartlessness and hypocrisy. Wherever they meet humanity
and kindness they become other people, and of this we have
many examples.
Faith, Hope and Love were worthy children of their glorious
Mother. They were nursed with the guileless milk of faith,
hope and love towards God, which is why they managed to
realize the purpose of life, their well-being, which is to be together with Christ in the kingdom of God, where life never
ends.
Source: Ekklesiastiki Paremvasi, “Pistis, Elpis, Agapi kai Sophia”, September
1997. Translated by John Sanidopoulos (johnsanidopoulos.com).

