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CHURCH PLANNER
Fast of the Nativity Begins R 11-15 ends M 12-24 (after midnight)
Feast of the Nativity Begins T 12-25 ends Su 1-6
Feast of the Theophany Su 1-6
Philoptochos Festival of Tables S 11-3 @ 11:00AM
Parish Council Meeting R 11/8 @ 7:30PM
HOPE Fall Event F 11/9 @ TBD
LOVE Breakfast ST 11/10 @ 10:00 AM
Fall General Assembly SU 11/18 @ after Liturgy
GOYA Church Family Dance ST 11/24 @ 4:00PM

LETTER FROM FATHER NIKOLAS

“What shall we offer You, O Christ?…
…who for our sake has appeared on earth as man?
Every creature made by You offers You thanks.
The angels offer You a hymn; the heavens a star;
the Magi, gifts; shepherds, their wonder; the earth,
its cave; the wilderness, the manger: and we offer
You a Virgin Mother.” (hymn from Vespers of Nativity)
If I were to honestly answer the question
posed in the title of this message, I would say: I can
offer You stress and anxiety, to-do lists that I rolled
over since 2013, eggnog and pot roasts, tinsel and
Amazon Prime. If I were less cynical, I’d say we’d
pray and worship as we always have in the Orthodox Church, and such an offering would both
please God, and maybe even a little of what the
“Prince of Peace” has (i.e. divinity, a.k.a. godliness,
a.k.a. theosis) would rub off on us!
In worship we give glory (δοξολογία), honor
(τιμή), praise (αίνους), song (ύμνους), and thanks
(ευχαριστία)! Pretty amazing that as Orthodox
Christians, our Liturgical & Holy Traditions provide
the perfect space for us to offer (αναφορά) all of
these things! And not just around Thanksgiving &
Christmas but throughout the year…more accurately every week and every day! If nothing else,
when we realize that the time that we’re in Church
is time that we can’t also be shopping, partyplanning or otherwise consuming worldly things,
it’ll begin to make complete economic sense!
When we take a few steps back from the wrapping paper, holiday parties, and decorations, we
are more likely to see and experience Christmas for
what it ought to be, i.e. a celebration of God
meeting us where we are …literally on earth in the
form of man, and figuratively where-ever, however and when-ever we might find ourselves in our
life’s journey. The hymnographical (see above),
iconographical, and liturgical way in which the
Church narrates the mystery of the Incarnation
gives us so much to reflect on, some 2,000 years
after the historical birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. It
is at the same time the “birth” of an eternal, theological truth that we would do good to confront.
The existential question for us to ask ourselves is
the following: where and how will we be found
when the Creator arrives to meet His creation?
Continued on page 6
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Priest Emeritus frpeter@agoc.us
Sunday Worship
Orthros 8:45 am
Divine Liturgy 10am

OUR CHURCH LIFE milestones August-October
Sarantismos/Newborn Blessings

Holy Chrismation

Christos (8/12) Son of George and Rose
Sfikas of Danbury CT
Maria (10/7) Daughter of Katerina
Kouroupas and Thomas Sanidas of
Ridgefield CT

Amanda Koukos (8/26) of Danbury CT.
Her sponsors are Barbara Pappas and
Sheila Pappas

Holy Baptism

Sophia (8/25) Daughter of Georgia and
Brendan Garay of Pawling NY, CT. Her
sponsor is Haryle Kaldis
Dominic Paris (9/22) Son of Kayla and
Submissions for Fanari can be sent to
Steve Ramey of Hoboken NJ. His
fanarieditor@agoc.us. Please submit 30
Godparents are Christina Pare and
days prior to publication. Please visit us
Michael Ramey
online at agoc.us
Penelope (9/30) Daughter of Ariana and
David Miceli of Bethel CT. Her sponsor is
Jamie Telegadis
Ministry Directory
Deanna (10/14) Daughter of Evangelia and
Parish Council
Nick Chryssikos, President; Zoy Beretis, Vice Presi- Cody Leclaire of Mahopac NY.
dent; Nick Gazetos, Treasurer; Christopher S.
Rountos, Asst. Treasurer; Susan Chipouras, Rec.
Secretary; Anna Koulouris, Corr. Secretary
Philoptochos
Nitsa Carino philoptochos@agoc.us
Stewardship Committee
Steven J. Rountos stewardship@agoc.us
Choir
Anne Ktorides choir@agoc.us
Youth Choir
Therese Papadopoulos & Cindy Zeimnicki
youthchoir@agoc.us
Sunday Catechism School
Rose Koulouris sundayschool@agoc.us
Acolytes/Myrophores/Altar Svc
Fr. Nikolas Karloutsos frnikolas@agoc.us
GOYA
Cathy Rountos, Laurie Lane, Maria Kallianiotis,
Nick & Christina Neofitidis goya@agoc.us
JOY
Maria Terilli and Michaele Giannoutsos
joy@agoc.us
HOPE
Ada Rountos and Michaele Giannoutsos
hope@agoc.us
LOVE
Presb. Meghan Karloutsos love@agoc.us
Greek School
Irene Aspras & Paraskevi Rountos
greekschool@agoc.us
Paradosi Youth Chorus
Dino Kolitsas, Cindy Zeimnicki paradosi@agoc.us
Greek Folk Dance
Presb. Maria Karloutsos greekdance@agoc.us
Basketball/Athletics
Paraskevi & Steven Rountos basketball@agoc.us
Festival Committee
Susan Chipouras greekfestival@agoc.us
Building/Investment Fund
George Bossis & Peter Koukos investment@agoc.us

Holy Matrimony
Robert Lycoudes and Lauren Racano
(8/31) of Ridgefield CT; Koumbaro is
Steven Vereb
Robert Tibert and Marietta Boniatis
(9/16) of Rockport MA; Koumbaroi are
Dimitrios Tomazos and Kosta Savakis

SCENES FROM A BIG FAT GREEK CHURCH PICNIC!

Moments from the 2018 Church Picnic at Hatters Park, Danbury where children of the
community assembled school kits to be distributed through IOCC.
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FROM OUR YOUTH DESK
YOUTH LIVE THEIR FAITH AT
CAMP SAINT PAUL IN LITCHFIELD CT

By Yana Giannoutsos
I’ve been going to Camp Saint Paul every summer since
I was nine years old. Camp Saint Paul is a Summer Camp
that gives Orthodox Christian children of all ages the opportunity to share, and learn about their faith, and come closer
to Jesus Christ. Through activities like liturgical hour and
Orthodox life, each and every kid that goes to Camp Saint
Paul learns more about their faith. I find that every year I
go to camp, I feel that I become even closer to Jesus Christ.
Liturgical hour, Orthodox life, and Diaconia are a few of
the activities we participate in on a day-to-day schedule.
When attending these sessions, we learn about the Divine
Liturgy, sacraments of our church, and how to be a good
Orthodox Christian by helping people in need, and learning
to love one another.
Although our main focus throughout the week of camp
is Jesus Christ, we also do many fun activities like camp
— continued on page 6

CATECHISM STUDENTS PREPARE FOR
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
As the Holy Days of Christmas approach, the teachers
and students are planning this year’s Christmas Pageant,
which will take place on Sunday December 16 in church
immediately following Divine Liturgy.
Practices in class will begin on November 4, with roles
being assigned and songs being taught during Catechism
class.
There are presently three full-scale rehearsals planned
that will take place in the church itself: Sunday December 2
and Sunday December 9, both of which will be held immediately following Divine Liturgy and Catechism class. A
mandatory practice will take place the morning before the
pageant, on Saturday December 15 at 9:30 am in the
church.
We look forward to another wonderful pageant that
brings us closer to our faith and brings us into the week and
days ahead of Christmas Day.

On September 16 members of the AGOC GOYA participated in the annual Cross Dive, led by Father Perry Kallis, to
celebrate the Feast Day of the Holy Cross. The dive is coordinated and hosted by the Holy Trinity parish in Waterbury at Lake Quassapaug.

SAVE THE DATE: PARADOSI YOUTH CHORUS TO
PERFORM RECITAL IN FEBRUARY

Students of AGOC’s Greek School program surprised Father Nikolas with a birthday cake following the agiasmos
for the new year. Πολύχρονος, Father!

The Paradosi Youth Chorus of AGOC will perform a recital of
Greek music on Sunday February 10, immediately following
coffee hour. The recital, entitled “Songs for a Lemon Tree”,
will feature music by four of Greece’s best known composers: Manos Hadjidakis (of “Never on Sunday” fame), Stavros
Xarhakos, Dimos Moutsis and Manos Loizos. In addition to
their yearly performances at The Greek Experience festival
each June, the group has performed with numerous Greek
recording artists in venues that include the Norwalk Concert
Hall, the University of Connecticut Paideia Center, and the
State Capitol rotunda in Hartford. Their last full-length recital was in 2017.
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Bartholomew Advocates for Sustainable Planet
The Green Patriarch Speaks to “Environmental Crisis” at Symposium
The following is an
excerpt from the keynote address by His AllHoliness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew
at the Opening of the
Ecological Symposium
(Athens Acropolis Museum, June 5, 2018)

The ecological
crisis has revealed
that our world constitutes a seamless
whole, that our
problems are universally shared. This
means that no initiative or institution,
no nation or corporation, neither science nor technology, are in a place to
respond to the ecological crisis alone,
without working
closely together.
Our response calls for the convergence and common drive
of religions, science and technology, of all social sectors and
organizations, as well as all people of goodwill. A model of
cooperation is what is required and not a method of competition; we must work in a collaborative and complementary
way. Unfortunately, however, today we witness economic
interests and geopolitical models working against such cooperation in the field of environmental protection.
We must recall that the climate change is an issue that is
closely related to our current model of economic development. An economy that ignores human beings and human
needs inevitably leads to an exploitation of the natural environment. Nevertheless, we continue to threaten humanity’s
existence and deplete nature’s resources in the name of
short-term profit and benefit. How can we possibly imagine
a sustainable development that comes at the expense of the
natural environment?
As you are already aware, the Ecumenical Patriarchate
has long highlighted the spiritual and moral roots of the
ecological crisis, while emphasizing the solidarity between
humanity and nature. Moreover, it has underlined the need
for a spiritual transformation of human beings and their
attitude toward creation. Ecological problems point to a
problematic view of human beings, of our needs and priorities that shape our attitudes and practices towards the
world. The destruction of the natural environment can only

be reversed
through a
radical
change of
our perspective
towards
nature that
results from
a radical
change of
our selfunderstanding as
human beings. How
ironic it is
that we
have never
possessed
so much
knowledge
about our
world as
today, and
yet never
before have
we been
more destructive toward one another and nature.
For the Orthodox Church, creation care—the preservation of nature and the protection of all people—emanates
from the essence of our faith. Any kind of alienation between human beings and nature is a distortion of Christian
theology and anthropology. As declared by the encyclical of
the Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church in June
2016, every Christian is called to be a “steward, protector
and ‘priest’ of creation, offering it by way of doxology to the
Creator.”
This is precisely why our Church undertook various international, interfaith and interdisciplinary initiatives for the
environment throughout our Patriarchal tenure. We organized symposia, seminars and summits; we addressed religious communities and political assemblies; and we were
personally involved in the process leading up to the historic
Paris Agreement adopted in December 2015. This is also
why we issued a joint message with Pope Francis last September, pleading for the priority of service in our relationship to nature and our fellow human beings.
…From the outset, we have underlined the interconnection between environmental and social problems, as well as
the necessity to address them in conjunction and in collabo— continued on page 7
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“Teaching Liturgy” Brings Faithful Closer in Worship

If you’re like most people, when you heard that there would be
a “Teaching Liturgy” on Sunday, September 16, you went to
church expecting to see a service directed toward the young people of the community—sort of a “youth sermon” on steroids. Instead, however, the community was blessed with something far
more overarching: a “deconstructed” liturgy where Father Nikolas
Karloutsos stopped at specific points to educate the congregants
as to what was specifically happening at that particular place in
the service.
But that description does not do justice. In addition to explaining the significance or the meaning behind a hymn, prayer, blessing, gesture or act, Father Nikolas went into the symbolism, or the
history, or the theological significance of those particular components. Part worship, part seminary lecture (in a wonderful sense),
the service was one of the most educationally informative and
spiritually fulfilling church experiences in memory.
To begin with, the setting for the liturgy was different: Both
adult and youth choirs were brought down from the loft and situated on both sides of the solea, flanking a two tables (positioned
one behind the other) from which Father Nikolas celebrated the
service. Serving as the altar for the liturgy, Father Nikolas looked
out at the congregation, offering throughout the service a glimpse
of what typically happens out of view.
Describing the Divine Liturgy as a “mystical journey”, Father
Nikolas challenged those in attendance to look into the service for
things that they may not otherwise notice and, in so doing, grow
their appreciation for the liturgy and find new ways to experience
their relationship with Jesus Christ.

Excerpts from the published aid used at the Teaching Liturgy:
When Prince Vladimir’s emissaries visited the Church of Holy Wisdom in Constantinople, back in the 10th century, and attended a
worship service, they explained to their leader: “We knew not
whether we were in heaven or on earth. One thing we understood, that God was in our midst!”
***
How many of us are ready to go on a journey today? -- a journey
that will take us from the cares and anxieties of this present life to
the glory and splendor of heaven. A journey that will lead us into
the realm of angels and saints, into a sphere where all the righteous people who have died before us come together to worship
the Almighty God. This journey will not only take us into the heavens, but it will also unite us with all the faithful Christians around
the world, believers in the US with those in Greece, Russia, Africa,
everywhere!
***
...Unfortunately, some people come to the Divine Liturgy each
week and don’t experience the ineffable beauty and power of this
Holy Sacrament. Today’s lesson is to help us better understand
and experience heavenly worship.
***
... In order to experience such a life-transforming liturgy, we need
to remind ourselves that few good things come without effort. ...
If we want to get something out of the Liturgy, then we must be
ready to put our whole being into the liturgy.
***
The Liturgy is not a show performed by the priest and the choir. It
is not passive entertainment during which the believers sit back
and watch. It is an active dialogue where we communicate with
the living God. ... You as believers must put your whole being into
prayer - bow, make your cross, lift up your hands, get involved in
the physical as well as spiritual activity.
- Father Luke Veronis
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LETTER FROM FR NIKOLAS

cont. from p1
Will we be stressed or will we be at peace? Sober or heedless? When God Himself paradoxically comes helplessly into
the world as the Christ Child to help us, how will we have
prepared ourselves to greet Him and what will we offer
Him?
Wait a minute, you mean we have to prepare for His
coming? Yes, much like we would for any guest coming into
our home! In fact, there is a Nativity Fast for 40 days much
like there is a fast period of preparation before Easter/
Pascha. And as we learn year after year from our participation in the Resurrection Feast, despite our shortcomings in
properly preparing by the spiritual disciplines of prayer,
fasting and charity to which we are called, we are still invited to partake: “And [the Lord] shows mercy upon the last,
and cares for the first; and to the one he gives, and upon the
other he bestows gifts. And he both accepts the deeds, and
welcomes the intention, and honors the acts and praises the
offering. Wherefore, enter you all into the joy of your Lord;
and receive your reward, both the first, and likewise the
second. You rich and poor together, hold high festival. You
sober and you heedless, honor the day. Rejoice today, both
you who have fasted and you who have disregarded the
fast. The table is full-laden; feast ye all sumptuously. The
calf is fatted; let no one go hungry away.” (from the Paschal
sermon of St. John Chrysostom).

CAMP ST. PAUL

Clearly, the Creator loves His creation as the Paschal season
illumines “all that has been done for our sake: the
Cross, the tomb, the Resurrection on the third day…” Not to
be outdone, God “has our back” in a big way during our
Winter Pascha in the person of His chosen vessel for the
Incarnation. How so? Our parish’s patron, the Virgin Mother
offers her humanity to Christ on behalf of all human beings!
And so what aspect of our humanity will we offer? The Holy
Anaphora of the Divine Liturgy invites us to “stand aright”
and “in awe…that we may present the Holy Offering in
peace” and we proceed to “lift up our hearts” and “give
thanks to the Lord.” And ultimately, the priest raises up to
the Lord on behalf of ALL people the “…gifts, from [His] own
gifts, in all and for all.” We offer Him our hearts and our
thanks - pretty good deal.
In the weeks leading up to Christmas, to this meeting
between God and humankind, the Church calls on us to
offer our Lord the best of our humanity (hearts & thanks) in
imitation of the Virgin Mother. At a minimum we ought to
have an “intention” and ideally, we are able to truly offer
Him praise and thanksgiving as an Assumption Church Family, and as a family church (εκκλησια κατ οίκον). May we
fast Peace-fully that we may feast sumptuously!
With prayers for a joyous Thanksgiving & Christmas season and a New Year filled with inspiring and humbling
meetings with Christ our God, and continuing in His service,
I remain...
Fr. Nikolas

cont. from p3

fires, sports, tubing, and swimming in the beautiful lake
right on the campsite, so the fun is endless. Everyday we
spend at camp, we always have so much fun, and even more
importantly, we are all together as one Orthodox family,
sharing our faith with each other.
One of the biggest, most important things that I have
gotten from my four years of going to camp has been my
lifelong friendships that I have made there. Many of my
closest friends to this day are the ones I made years ago at
Camp Saint Paul, and ever since then, we have been friends.
I truly feel that every year I go to camp, I become closer
and closer to God, and my faith becomes stronger. I am beyond grateful that every summer, I get to spend a week in
peace and faith, and so much fun. I truly cannot wait for the
summer yet to come, so I can make even more memories,
and develop friendships with even more amazing people. I
love Camp Saint Paul!!

PARISH COUNCIL SEMINAR FOR PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS
On Saturday, December 1, there will be a Parish Council
Seminar for existing and prospective members of the Parish
Council. All of those interested in joining are encouraged to
contact Anna Koulouris (asfendamos@charter.net) by November 24.
“We pray that more of our parishioners will consider
becoming a member of our Parish Council,” said Ms. Kou-

louris “We have been blessed to have men and women
who are willing to take leadership roles in guiding the affairs
and Ministries of our Assumption Church. It is only with the
willingness and love of our parishioners that we can meet
the challenges of teaching and ministering to all our faithful,
young and old. “
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Guides for the Journey

Great Martyr Catherine
of Alexandria
Commemorated on
November 24
The Holy Great
Martyr Catherine
was the daughter of
Constus, the governor of Alexandrian Egypt during the
reign of the emperor Maximian (305313). Living in the capital, the center of
Hellenistic knowledge, and possessed
of a rare beauty and intellect, Catherine received an excellent education,
studying the works of the greatest philosophers and teachers of antiquity.
Young men from the most worthy families of the empire sought the hand of
the beautiful Catherine, but she was
not interested in any of them. She told
her parents that she would enter into
marriage only with someone who surpassed her in nobility, wealth, comeliness and wisdom.
Catherine’s mother, a secret Christian, sent her to her own spiritual Father, a saintly Elder living in a cave outside the city, for advice. After listening
to Catherine, the Elder said that he
knew of a Youth who surpassed her in
everything. “His countenance is more
radiant than the shining of the sun, and
all of creation is governed by His wisdom. His riches are given to all the nations of the world, yet they never diminish. His compassion is unequaled.”
This description of the Heavenly
Bridegroom produced in the soul of
the holy maiden an ardent desire to
see Him. “If you do as I tell you,” said
the monk, “you will gaze upon the
countenance of this illustrious man.” In
parting, the Elder handed Catherine an
icon of the Theotokos with the divine
Child Jesus on Her arm and told her to
pray with faith to the Queen of Heaven, the Mother of the Heavenly Bridegroom, and She would hear Catherine
and grant her heart’s desire.
Catherine prayed all night and was
permitted to see the Most Holy Virgin,
Who said Her Divine Son, “Behold Thy
handmaiden Catherine, how fair and
virtuous she is.”
— continued on page 8

CALENDAR
November
R 11/1 @ 9:50AM
Dox. & Lit. Sts. Cosmas & Damian the Unmercenaries
R 11/1 @ 6:00PM
Basketball Practices Begin
ST 11/3 @ 11AM
Philoptochos Festival of Tables
R 11/8 @ 7:30PM
Parish Council Meeting
F 11/9
HOPE Fall Event
ST 11/10 @ 10:00AM
LOVE Breakfast
SU 11/11
Youth Sunday
T 11/13 @ 9:50AM
Dox. & Lit. St. John Chrysostom
SU 11/18 after Liturgy
Fall General Assembly
W 11/21
Orthros @ 9:00am, Div Lit @
10:00am for The Entrance of the
Theotokos

SU 11/25
College Student Sunday

December
ST 12/1 @ 9:30AM
Parish Council Seminar
R 12/6 @ 9:50AM
Dox. & Lit.St. Nicholas the Bishop of Myra in Lycia, the Wonderworker
W 12/12 @ 9:50AM
Dox. & Lit.St. Spyridon the Wonderworker
R 12/13 @ 7:30PM
Parish Council Meeting
ST 12/15
@ 9:00AM Pageant Practice
@ 12:00PM Christmas Caroling
at Homebound Parishioners
@ 6:00PM Camp Saint Paul
Reunion at Church of Our Savior, Rye, NY
SU 12/16
Christmas Pageant

M 12/24 @ 7:00PM
Christmas Eve Vespers & Church
Family Christmas Caroling
T 12/25
Orthros @ 9:00am and Div Lit @
10:00am
The Nativity of Our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ

January
T 1/1
Orthros @ 9:00am and Div Lit @
10:00am
Circumcision of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, Basil the
Great,
ST 1/5
Orthros @ 9:00am and Div Lit @
10:00am followed by Agiasmos Eve of Theophany
SU 1/6
Theophany, Agiasmos, and Vasilopita

ST 11/24 @ 4:00PM
GOYA Church Family Dance

PATRIARCH ON ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS
-ration. Preserving and protecting the natural environment, as well as respecting
and serving our fellow human beings, are
two sides of one and the same coin. The
consequences of the ecological crisis—
which affect, first and foremost, the socially and economically vulnerable—are a serious threat for social cohesion and integration. The identity of every society and
measure of every culture are not judged
by the degree of technological development, economic growth or public infrastructure. Our civil life and civilization are
defined and judged primarily by our respect for the dignity of humanity and integrity of nature.
Moreover, there is an intimate link
between caring for creation and worshipping the creator, between an economy for
the poor and an ecology for the planet.
When we hurt people, we harm the earth.
So, our extreme greed and excessive waste
are not only economically unacceptable;
they are ecologically unsustainable. In fact,
they are ethically unforgivable. This is how
we must interpret the Lord’s words in the
parable of the last judgment: “I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty
and you gave me drink.” (Matt. 25.35)
Dear friends, all of us are called to challenge—but also to change—the way that
we consume in order to learn how to conserve for the sake of our planet and for the
benefit of its people. When we con-serve,
we recognize that we must serve one another. “Con-serving” implies sharing our

cont. from page 4

concern for the earth and its inhabitants. It
signifies the ability to see in our neighbor—in every other person—the face of
every human being and ultimately the face
of God. This is surely the deeper justification of all that we do—each of us from our
own profession, vocation and belief. Otherwise, we cannot say that we demonstrate compassion for our planet and our
neighbor, or that we really care about the
world’s resources and communities.
May this symposium be an opportunity for
inspiration, conversation and transformation. Our aim is to advance a collaborative response to the ecological crisis while
advocating for a sustainable planet and
social justice for humanity as a sacred legacy for all people, especially our children.
We have no doubt that our presentations
and deliberations will help us move just a
little farther and rise just a little higher (as
the Greek Nobel laureate George Seferis
would say) through the invaluable contributions of those who have devoted their
lives, their work and their skills to advocate for and promote the integrity of creation and a just world. Let us, however, always bear in mind—beyond any success or
failure—our ultimate hope as Christians
lies in our Savior’s humble descent from
“the highest” in order to “make all things
new” (Rev. 21.5) and help us ascend into
the “righteousness and peace and joy of
the Holy Spirit.” (Rom. 14.17)
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- reprinted from the website of the Orthodox Church in America, oca.org
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But the Child turned His face away from her saying, “No, she is ugly
and unbelieving. She is a foolish pauper, and I cannot bear to look at
her until she forsakes her impiety.”
Catherine returned again to the Elder deeply saddened, and told
him what she had seen in the dream. He lovingly received her, instructed her in the faith of Christ, admonished her to preserve her purity and
integrity and to pray unceasingly. She then received the Mystery of
holy Baptism from him. Again Saint Catherine had a vision of the Most
Holy Theotokos with Her Child. Now the Lord looked tenderly at her
and gave her a beautiful ring, a wondrous token of her betrothal to the
Heavenly Bridegroom (This ring is still on her hand).
At that time the emperor Maximian was in Alexandria for a pagan
festival. Therefore, the celebration was especially splendid and crowded. The cries of the sacrificial animals, the smoke and the smell of the
sacrifices, the endless blazing of fires, and the bustling crowds at the
arenas defiled the city of Alexandria. Human victims also were
brought, the confessors of Christ, those who would not deny Him under torture. They were condemned to death in the fire. The saint’s love
for the Christian martyrs and her fervent desire to ease their sufferings
compelled Catherine to speak to the pagan priest and to the emperor
Maximian.
Introducing herself, the saint confessed her faith in the One True
God and with wisdom exposed the errors of the pagans. The beauty of
the maiden captivated the emperor. In order to convince her and to
show the superiority of pagan wisdom, the emperor ordered fifty of
the most learned philosophers and rhetoricians of the Empire to dispute with her, but the saint got the better of the wise men, so that
they came to believe in Christ themselves. Saint Catherine made the
Sign of the Cross over the martyrs, and they bravely accepted death for
Christ and were burned alive by order of the emperor.

Maximian, no longer hoping to convince the saint, tried to entice her
with the promise of riches and fame. Receiving an angry refusal, the emperor gave orders to subject the saint to terrible tortures and then throw
her in prison. The Empress Augusta, who had heard much about the
saint, wanted to see her. She prevailed upon the military commander
Porphyrius to accompany her to the prison with a detachment of soldiers.
The empress was impressed by the strong spirit of Saint Catherine, whose
face was radiant with divine grace. The holy martyr explained the Christian teaching to them, and they were converted to Christ.
On the following day they again brought the martyr to the judgment
court where, under the threat of being broken on the wheel, they urged
that she renounce the Christian Faith and offer sacrifice to the gods. The
saint steadfastly confessed Christ and she herself approached the wheels;
but an angel smashed the instruments of execution, which shattered into
pieces with many pagans standing nearby.
Having beheld this wonder, the Empress Augusta and the imperial
courtier Porphyrius with 200 soldiers confessed their faith in Christ in
front of everyone, and they were beheaded. Maximian again tried to
entice the holy martyr, proposing marriage to her, and again he was refused. Saint Catherine firmly confessed her fidelity to the heavenly Bridegroom Christ, and with a prayer to Him she herself lay her head on the
block beneath the executioner’s sword.
The relics of Saint Catherine were taken by the angels to Mount Sinai.
In the sixth century,, the venerable head and left hand of the holy martyr
were found through a revelation and transferred with honor to a newlyconstructed church of the Sinai monastery, built by the holy Emperor
Justinian (November 14).
Saint Catherine is called upon for relief and assistance during a difficult childbirth. Pilgrims to her monastery on Mt Sinai are given souvenir
rings as a remembrance of their visit.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CATHERINE THE GREAT MARTYR cont. from p7

